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Belief Statements
We believe...

• Member schools are the Kansas State High School Activities Association (KSHSAA).
• The KSHSAA is a student-centered organization.
• The KSHSAA is the recognized state authority on interscholastic activity programs.
• Our Association is strengthened by equity and diversity.
• Each school choosing membership in the KSHSAA is equally important and has a direct voice in governing 

the organization.
• KSHSAA is best governed by representatives of the member schools and its affi  liated organizations.
• Each KSHSAA sponsored activity is equally important.
• Student participation in interscholastic activity programs and competitions is a privilege.
• Participation in interscholastic programs promotes student academic achievement.
• Interscholastic activity programs promote positive school/community relations.
• Safety, quality and fairness in interscholastic activity programs are essential.
• Fiscal responsibility by the KSHSAA benefi ts member schools.
• Participation in interscholastic programs promotes good citizenship, improves life skills and builds 

character.
• Honesty, integrity and sportsmanship are the fundamentals upon which all interscholastic programs are 

built.
• All professionals that are in contact with students should be knowledgeable and properly trained.

Kansas State High School Activities Association

Mission Statement
Adopted September 2009

The Kansas State High School Activities Association (KSHSAA) serves students by providing leadership for 
the administration of education based interscholastic activities.

National Federation Mission Statement
“The ideals of good sportsmanship, ethical behavior and integrity permeate our culture. The values of good 
citizenship and high behavioral standards apply equally to all activity disciplines. In perception and practice, good 
sportsmanship shall be defi ned as those qualities of behavior which are characterized by generosity and genuine 
concern for others. Further, an awareness is expected of the impact of an individual’s infl uence on the behavior of 
others. Good sportsmanship is viewed by the National Federation as a concrete measure of the understanding and 
commitment to fair play, ethical behavior and integrity.”

—National Federation of State High School Associations—

Sportsmanship
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Kansas State High School 
Activities Association

Sportsmanship/
Citizenship  

Manual
The ideal of sportsmanship permeates virtually every aspect of our culture.  The 
ethic of fair play may be witnessed in all facets of life. However, its origin has 
been firmly established in sports, as a training ground for good citizenship and 
high behavioral standards.

The Kansas State High School Activities Association, through its member 
schools, defines sportsmanship as those qualities of behavior which are 
characterized by generosity and genuine concern for others. Further, an 
awareness is expected of the impact of an individual’s influence on others’ 
behavior as well.

On November 17, 1988, the KSHSAA Board of Directors adopted Citizenship/
Sportsmanship Rule 52. A need to make sportsmanship a primary role and to 
restore placement of interscholastic activities in an educational perspective was 
the catalyst for the adoption of Rule 52. The challenges are quite evident and will 
require a maximum effort by everyone involved in order to achieve the desired 
outcomes. The modes of behavior contained in this manual explicitly define what 
is expected. Compliance is imperative to accomplish the real purpose: impart-
ing the value of good sportsmanship upon the other components or portions of 
education.

Executive Director 
Bill Faflick 

Assistant Executive Directors 
Cheryl Gleason, Francine Martin, Mark Lentz, Jeremy Holaday, 

Craig Manteuffel, Rod Garman

Sportsmanship
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Rule 52 - Sportsmanship/Citizenship
Introduction

The effective American secondary school must support both an academic program and an activities program. We believe that 
these programs must do more than merely co-exist - they must be integrated and support each other in “different” arenas. The 
concept of “sportsmanship” must be taught, modeled, expected and reinforced in the classroom and in all competitive activities. 
Therefore, all Kansas State High School Activities Association members stand together in support of the following sportsman-
ship policy.  The responsibility for implementation and accountability resides with local school leadership.

Philosophy
Activities are an important aspect of the total education process in American schools. They provide an arena for participants 
to grow, to excel, to understand and to value the concepts of SPORTSMANSHIP and teamwork. They are an opportunity for 
coaches and school staff to teach and model SPORTSMANSHIP, to build school pride and to increase student/community in-
volvement; this ultimately translates into improved academic performance. Activities are also an opportunity for the community 
to demonstrate its support for the participants and the school, and to model the concepts of SPORTSMANSHIP for our youth as 
respected representatives of society. Sportsmanship is good citizenship in action!

All ACTIONS are to be FOR, NOT AGAINST; 
POSITIVE, NOT NEGATIVE or DISRESPECTFUL! 

Section 1: General Regulations (apply to grades 7-12)

Art. 1: SPORTSMANSHIP is a general way of thinking and behaving. The following sportsmanship policy items are listed 
below for clarification:

a. Be courteous to all (participants, coaches, officials, staff and fans).

b. Know the rules, abide by and respect the official’s decisions.

c. Win with character and lose with dignity.

d. Display appreciation for good performance regardless of the team.

e. Exercise self-control and reflect positively upon yourself, team and school.

f. Permit only positive sportsmanlike behavior to reflect on your school or its activities.

Art. 2: Enforcement Procedure:

a. It is encouraged and recommended by the Kansas State High School Activities Association that local boards of 
education adopt these regulations and reinforce them as indicated herein.

b. The Executive Board of the Kansas State High School Activities Association shall be responsible for the interpretation 
of these regulations, including “desirable and unacceptable behavior” and shall publish them in the association’s 
Sportsmanship/Citizenship Manual. 

SPORTSMANSHIP 
#StartsWithMe
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Rule 52 Interpretations
The following interpretations and policies were adopted by the KSHSAA Executive Board on November 17, 1988, in regard to Citizen-
ship/Sportsmanship Rule 52. These are meant to clarify and assist member schools in their enforcement of this regulation.

Desirable and unacceptable behavior illustrations are “examples” and are not to be considered all inclusive. These 
examples can occur prior to, during and after the game or contest. 

In regard to 52-1-1a - Be courteous to all (participants, cheerleaders, coaches, officials, staff and fans):

 Desirable Behavior – Host cheerleading squads welcome visiting squads; respect shown during National Anthem (hats 
removed, no talking, never change lyrics or yell mascot at the end); opposing coaches and contestants  acknowledg-
ing each other before/after contest; applause during introduction of contestants, coaches and officials; contestants 
acknowledging an opponent fouling out with a handshake or fist bump while both sets of fans recognize contestant’s 
performance with applause; all showing concern for injured contestant; respectfully addressing officials during compe-
tition and thanking them for their performance regardless of agreement with all calls; helping opponents up during a 
game; host school extending hospitality to visiting contestants, coaches, cheerleaders and fans; any supportive chants 
and cheers which are directed toward your team, i.e. “I believe we can win,” “We’ve got spirit - how about you?,” “Defense-
defense” and other such supportive expressions.

 Unacceptable Behavior – Any non-supportive chants, cheers or actions which are directed toward the opposing team; 
chants or actions which single out individuals; fans or cheerleaders reading newspapers, turning their backs, mak-
ing disrespectful actions, etc., during introduction of opponents or shooting of free throws; yelling, waving, etc., during 
opponent’s free throws; derogatory/disrespectful yells, chants, songs, gestures, including “goodbye,” “you let the whole 
team down,” “air ball,” “scoreboard,” “you can’t do that,” “this is our house” at a visitor event, “dribble-dribble-pass,” 
“bong-bong-bong-whooo” while opposing team has ball, and other such expressions directed toward opponents.

In regard to 52-1-1b - Know the rules, abide by and respect the official’s decisions:

 Desirable Behavior - Utilize every opportunity to promote understanding of the rules of the contest within the school 
and community; contestants utilize the team captain or coach for clarification of the call to maintain “Be A Good Sport” 
positive rapport with officials; accept the decisions of the officials; hand ball to officials; cheerleaders lead fans in posi-
tive school yells in a positive manner; cheerleaders lead by coordinating signals and timing of cheers with student body 
section leaders; cooperate with the news media in interpretation and clarification of the rules.

 Unacceptable Behavior - Booing or heckling an official’s decision; criticizing the merits of officiating; displays of temper 
and arguing with an official’s call; derogatory remarks toward the official; coach constantly questioning calls.

In regard to 52-1-1c - Win with character and lose with dignity:

 Desirable Behavior - Acknowledgments between opposing contestants and coaches at end of contest with handshakes/
fist bumps/etc., regardless of outcome; opposing contestants, coaches and fans engaging in friendly conversations 
before and following contest; treating competition as a contest, not a war; applause at end of contest for performance 
of all contestants.

 Unacceptable Behavior - Chants or actions which single out individuals; yells that antagonize opponents when you 
feel you have won the contest; refusing to give recognition to winner for good performance; blaming loss on officials, 
coaching, individual contestant’s performance or other rationalizations; rushing the field/floor or victory celebration on 
the playing surface/field.

In regard to 52-1-1d - Display appreciation for good performance regardless of the team:

 Desirable Behavior - Coach/contestants search out opposing participants to recognize them for outstanding performance 
or coaching; all fans recognize an outstanding participant’s performance by applause, regardless of its impact on the 
contest; discuss outstanding performance of opponent with visiting and home fans.

 Unacceptable Behavior - Laughing, pointing finger, name calling, yelling player name or number, etc., directed at op-
ponents in an attempt to distract; to degrade an excellent performance by opponents. 

In regard to 52-1-1e - Exercise self-control and reflect positively upon yourself, team and school:

 Desirable Behavior - Support the activity by learning yells of cheerleaders and displaying total unity as fans in follow-
ing their lead; cheerleaders leading by coordinating signals and timing of cheers with student body section leaders to 
redirect crowd from a controversial call.

 Unacceptable Behavior - Displays of anger, boasting, use of profanity, bouncing beach balls, antics which draw attention 
to you instead of the contest; doing own yells instead of following lead of the cheerleaders; doing unsportsmanlike yells/
gestures, such as “you can’t do that” while pointing finger at opponent; singling out individuals; entering the competition 
arena.
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In regard to 52-1-1f - Permit only positive sportsmanlike behavior to reflect on your school or its activities:

 Desirable Behavior - Positively encourage those around you to display only sportsmanlike conduct; report poor sports-
manship to school officials; member schools insist that sportsmanship be a priority; administrators help coaches teach, 
model and reinforce sportsmanship; recognize coaches for sportsmanlike conduct; coaches playing those who exhibit 
positive sportsmanship; administrators taking appropriate action to ensure sportsmanlike behavior.

 Unacceptable Behavior - Unwillingness of fans, cheerleaders, contestants, coaches, administrators or member schools 
to get involved and take a stand to defend one of the main tenets of school activities - teaching and promotion of 
SPORTSMANSHIP.

Rule 52 Violations
Violations of the Code of Ethics, KSHSAA Rules and Regulations, or Citizenship/Sportsmanship Rule 52 by member schools and/
or individuals shall be subject to review and consideration by the KSHSAA.

• Action may result in the form of a reprimand, probation or suspension of the school and/or individual depending 
upon the degree of the violation.

• If a member school is not willing to impose disciplinary measures acceptable to the KSHSAA, a hearing (informal or 
formal) will be held and restrictions imposed by the KSHSAA.

• Schools/coaches are encouraged to use Form S to call attention to unusual situations, immediately following the 
contest. This form is to be submitted to the KSHSAA (login to www.kshsaa.org>Entry Forms>Yearly-Letter Forms> 
Form S).

• If a problem is severe, the KSHSAA should be notified by telephone so the situation can be followed up immediately.

Awards
KSHSAA/NFHS Sportsmanship Awards
The KSHSAA assigns one chairperson and three judges for our Sportsmanship Award for each tournament during state basket-
ball. A rubric is filled out by the judges at each game during the tournament: http://www.kshsaa.org/Public/PDF/Sportsmanship-
Ballot.pdf. This award encompasses the entire school fanbase which includes: cheerleaders, student cheer section, team, team 
coaches and fans.

KSHSAA/NFHS Spirit of Sport and Heart of the Arts Awards
The “Kansas High School Spirit of Sport and Heart of the Arts Awards” recognizes individuals who exemplify the ideals of the 
positive spirit of sport and heart of the arts that represent the core mission of education-based activities. These two awards 
may be given in recognition of a specific act or for an activity of longer duration.  The recipients could be any student, adult or 
group associated with a school, its athletic program or performing arts program.  For example, they could be awarded to an 
individual/group that has demonstrated exemplary sportsmanship and/or citizenship, has exceeded normal expectations in 
assisting others within the school or community, or has overcome adversity or a challenging circumstance.  The Heart of the 
Arts Award, which is similar to the Spirit of Sport Award, covers a plethora of performing arts disciplines: Music, Speech, Debate, 
Theatre, Visual Arts, Dance and other performing arts activities that the KSHSAA sponsors.

Nominations for both the KSHSAA Spirit of Sport and Heart of the Arts Awards are due in January each year.  The KSHSAA Stu-
dent Advisory Team participates in the selection for the state of Kansas honorees.  The state honorees receive a plaque to be 
displayed at the school.  The presentations of the plaques take place at KSHSAA tournaments or local events.  Nominations for 
both awards are submitted for consideration to the National Federation of State High School Associations for national recogni-
tion.  To access both the SOS and HOA Award nomination forms, go to www.kshsaa.org and login under your school administra-
tor or coach/sponsor account.  Under the Entry Forms tab, select Special Forms.  To learn more and view past recipients, please 
visit the online KSHSAA Gallery of Champions.

SPORTSMANSHIP
#StartsWithMeMe
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Let the players play,
Let the coaches coach,
Let the offi  cials offi  ciate,
And fans, ENJOY THE GAME!

Kansas State High School Activities Association

Rule 52
The Kansas State High School Activities Association, through its member schools, 
defi nes sportsmanship as those qualities of behavior which are characterized by 

generosity and genuine concern for others. 

-  -  -

The excitement of a game can create potential concerns for fans, students and offi  cials. 
Citizenship/Sportsmanship Rule 52 addresses this by stating: 

“All actions are to be for your school, not against your opponent!”

Win with 

character & lose with

dignity.”
“
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Supervision of Interscholastic Athletic Events 
Expectations of the KSHSAA concerning the sportsmanship that must  

surround any interscholastic contest.

Responsibilities of Host and Visiting Schools 
1. The administrators of both schools are responsible for the general organization, management and supervision of student 

bodies and crowds before, during and following each event, with the home school assuming the major role.

2. Provide adequate supervision prior to and during each contest, to continue until at least one-half hour after the contest, 
or until all groups have dispersed.

3. It is expected the people representing the participating schools for the purpose of contest administration and/or su-
pervision (principals, superintendents, etc.) meet prior to the contest. They should introduce themselves to the officials 
and the tournament manager prior to the contest and let them know where they will be located during the contest. The 
manager and officials should know whom to contact should a problem arise.

4. Faculty supervisors or adults delegated by school administrators should carry some type of identification.

5. The conduct of coaches is the single most important factor in crowd control. Coaches are professional educators and 
must control themselves under stress in order to set the proper example for the young people on their teams, the stu-
dent body, and the heterogeneous combination of spectators in the stands. It is not enough to be professional when 
there is no pressure. Coaches are usually the stabilizing influence in an emotionally charged situation, and they must 
assume this important responsibility. Coaches must recognize that the future of high school athletics is more important 
than winning or losing the contest. 

6. Alcoholic beverages are prohibited.

7. Both schools must approve the officials for each regular-season contest prior to the completion of the officials’ contracts. 
Assignments made by league commissioners have the approval of the administration.

8. Any person, school-connected or otherwise, who commits assault and/or battery against students, school employees or 
contest officials shall make amends to the offended person or persons, and the Executive Board of the KSHSAA shall be 
satisfied that the public interest does not require prosecution or further disciplinary action. Unless the person or group 
has made amends to the offended person or persons, charges should be filed. It is the host school’s responsibility to 
file such charges. Prosecution and action in the courts should enforce ordinary order and discipline at interscholastic 
events. 

KSHSAA PRE-ACTIVITY TIMEOUT
Purpose: As a proactive communication measure, schools are expected to designate a time prior to the start of any 
interscholastic contest to share event critical information with stakeholders.

The following information should be shared/reviewed prior to the first contest at each location:

1. Introduction of home and visiting administration on duty (identify primary point of contact).

2. Identify the location of athletic trainer(s) or other qualified medical professionals.

3. Identify the location of the AED(s).

4. Identify emergency entrance/exits for the facility.

5. Identify the storm shelter location and communication plan for evacuation.

6. Identify the rapid body cooling plan (location of cold-water immersion tub).

7. Identify the communication plan for leadership.

8. Identify the communication plan for respective groups (students, coaches, fans).

9. Identify any special events or concerns relative to the event.

These nine items are to be reviewed prior to the event by the ranking school leader of every school involved in the 
contest. Each participating school is to be represented in this pregame meeting. If an administrative representative 
is not in attendance, this responsibility belongs to the head coach.

HAVE A PLAN. COMMUNICATE YOUR PLAN.
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9. Administrators and supervisors shall not permit spectators to assemble by the playing area/field/court edge prior to, 
during or at the conclusion of a contest.

10. The host and visiting school administration and adult supervisors shall make every effort to keep the playing area clear 
of spectators prior to, during and at the conclusion of each contest. It is their responsibility to prevent the contestants 
or fans from cutting down the nets, taking down the goal posts, etc., after any contest.

11. It is suggested that school alma maters be sung immediately after each contest.

12. If not participating in the contest, a member school may not film any school’s activity.

Responsibilities of Host School
(See additional responsibilities listed under “Responsibilities of Host and Visiting Schools.”)

1. Notify visiting school of reserved parking spaces for buses, specific entrance and exits to be used by team and student 
body, contest time and other important items necessary to conduct the contest.

2. Designate specific seating locations for visiting and host schools.

3. Provide adequate security, police and faculty supervision to begin at least one-half hour prior to contest time and end 
when all groups have dispersed. Provide instructions to the visiting school and all fans that the playing area/field/court 
is to remain free of spectators prior to and after the contest.

4. Arrange for the presence of law enforcement officials inside and outside the contest area. Depending on local board of 
education policies, a general recommendation is: inside supervision be handled by paid security and/or police officers; 
and outside supervision/security by the local police department.

5. School officials should give specific directions to security and/or uniformed police officers employed. Do not assume 
they understand their responsibilities! Assign them on a staggered schedule so that all will not arrive and leave at the 
same time. It may be necessary to have only a small number present prior to contest time, with more as the contest 
progresses and is concluded. They should be in position to prevent the taking of nets, goal posts, etc., after the contest.

6. Arrangements should be made with local police to direct traffic away from the playing area/field/court so spectators 
can leave quickly.

7. Reserved parking locations should be set aside for the contest officials; they should be notified of the location prior to 
the contest.

8. The host school should provide two adult chaperons or security personnel to escort contest officials: to and from their 
dressing facilities; from playing area/field/court at halftime and following the conclusion of the contest; and to their cars.

9. The officials’ dressing quarters are private. No one should be admitted. This includes personnel from the host school. 
To ensure privacy, use NO ADMITTANCE signs (Form O). To print a copy, login to www.kshsaa.org>EntryForms>Yearly-
LetterForms>Form O.

10. Make arrangements to accept and deliver emergency messages. 

11. Any unusual incidents or developments should be reported to the KSHSAA immediately.

Responsibilities of Visiting School
(See additional responsibilities listed under “Responsibilities of Host and Visiting Schools.”)

1. An administrator and adequate faculty or adult supervisors should be present at each contest in order to supervise 
their own students and adult fans prior to their arrival and until they have left. School administrators should introduce 
themselves to the host administration or tournament managers to let them know whom to contact should a problem 
arise.

2. Supervise students and fans to prevent unsportsmanlike behavior prior to, during and after the contest. Do not allow 
the taking of nets or other souvenirs. Explain to your fans prior to attending the contest they are not to be on the floor 
before, during or after the contest.

3. See that all bus drivers and delegated drivers are informed of any special parking locations and instructions provided 
by the host school, and notify student spectators and the team of proper entrance and exit locations.

4. Report any unusual incidents to the host school administration immediately, and when needed, assist the host school 
to file charges against individuals causing a disturbance.
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Principles for Sportsmanship  
Everyone involved in interscholastic activities has a responsibility in promoting good 
sportsmanship for a healthy, educational environment. Each plays an important role.

Board of Education
The Board is responsible to its community to provide policy direction for the interscholastic program. The Board must con-
stantly reinforce sportsmanship related to the educational values of their district.  The Board must realize they have a significant 
impact on the implementation of desired behaviors. It is encouraged and recommended by the Kansas State High School Activi-
ties Association that local boards of education adopt Citizenship/Sportsmanship Rule 52 and reinforce them.

Recommended Responsibilities
1. Approve policies recommended by the administration which reflect that community’s educational objectives and its 

philosophy toward activities.

2. Adopt a philosophy and objectives for interscholastic activities, prepared and recommended by the administration.

3. Remain a policy making body and allow the administration to do its job. The Board’s role is to develop policies, which 
are interpreted and administered by other school officials.

4. Review qualifications for district coaches and support their continuing education.

5. Serve as a role model for good conduct and sportsmanship.

6. Assist administrators by supporting decisions that relate to athletics/activities.

7. Be firm in the commitment to enforce appropriate sporting conduct.

8. Establish standards for participation which reinforce activities are a privilege, not a right.

9. Establish policies expressing the need for supervision and security at interscholastic contests, and support such policies 
with adequate funding.

Administration
The school administrative team is charged with the responsibility of enforcing Citizenship/Sportsmanship Rule 52 and its gen-
eral regulations. This involves every population served by activity programs. The quality of behavior or sportsmanship displayed 
reflects the leadership provided by the administrative team and the Board. The high school administrators are responsible for 
leadership in various programs under their supervision including behavior and conduct of all groups involved. Each administra-
tor should have all the following materials prepared for implementation and distribution to each respective person occupying 
identified roles:

Recommended Responsibilities
1. Prepare a statement of philosophy which states objectives and rules with which each group involved must comply. This 

statement is to reflect the recommended responsibilities of the Board of Education.

2. Outline standards of sporting conduct reflecting the Board’s policies, objectives and the KSHSAA Citizenship/Sportsman-
ship standards.  Include these standards in the student handbook, teacher handbook and activities programs. Include 
behavioral criteria for each student group, spectators, school personnel (coaches, staff, sponsors, etc.) and expected 
standards of conduct.

3. Provide adequate event supervision. Make sure faculty understand that potential problems must be reported and dealt 
with immediately. Unsporting conduct will not be tolerated.

4. Inform parents, contestants, students and fans that they must model appropriate sporting conduct at all times.

5. Recommend for employment coaches who have a clear understanding of the educational values of school activities and 
the important role they will have in modeling good sporting conduct.

6. Establish and maintain a working relationship with the media, and encourage their support of reporting/covering posi-
tive sporting situations.

7. In those school activities where adult supervisors are admitted to postseason contests at the pass gate, be sure to 
let them know what is expected of them. Cover the information contained in each sports manual. Review school and 
KSHSAA policy with them. Let them know what their responsibilities are, what to look for and what to do if a problem 
arises. 



12           Sportsmanship #StartsWithMe

Athletic/Activities Director
Athletic/activity directors are responsible for implementation of Citizenship/Sportsmanship Rule 52.  They must serve as the 
leader and catalyst. All details essential to the purposeful educational contest require the efforts of an individual committed to 
the ideals of sportsmanship. The policies and procedures must reflect the goals established by the administration. All coaches’ 
and spectators’ conduct is directly under their supervision.

Recommended Responsibilities
1. Schedule opponents who reflect the high standards of sportsmanship.

2. Provide sufficient staff and security supervision for spectator control.

3. Provide opportunities for informing students and adult spectators of the rules, strategies and penalties for various 
sports and activities.

4. Assign competent public address announcers who will promote the fundamentals of sportsmanship and who will not 
elicit undesirable spectator reactions.

5. Supervise and work closely with the band, cheerleaders and sponsors in techniques of crowd management.

6. Encourage and enlist the support of student groups in the implementation of a sportsmanship program.

7. Maintain a positive relationship with the media and keep them well informed of the activities schedule and the sports-
manship theme of your overall program.

8. Have regular staff and coaches meetings to inform, review and enforce sportsmanship policies.

9. Educate all representative support groups - pep clubs, drill teams and bands - to conduct themselves in accordance with 
school approved sporting conduct. Specifically, behaviors such as bands playing during a contest, unauthorized cheers, 
and mascots which taunt opponents or negatively encourage a reaction are not allowed and are subject to sanction by 
the school and/or KSHSAA.

10. Monitor and provide direction for each event relating to crowd control.

11. Assign trained, adult scorekeepers and timers who can do the job competently, remain under control and exhibit no 
bias. It is recommended that the personnel used in these roles be required by the school to attend the annual rules 
meetings (as applicable).

12. Assign a responsible adult to greet the visiting team and show them to their dressing room; treat them as you would 
like to see your team treated.

13. Faculty members assigned to oversee conduct of fans, cheerleaders, student groups, bands, etc., should be visible and 
(when possible) attend away contests as well as home contests.

14. Arrange for uniformed law enforcement officers to be on duty for all contests, especially if past experience dictates.

15. Identify potential troublemakers (student or adult). If their behavior continues to be disruptive, ban from future contests.

16. Arrange for introduction of principals and athletic/activities directors of competing schools.

17. Insist cheerleaders and pep squad treat visitors as guests.

18. Stress positive sporting conduct. Inappropriate conduct must not be tolerated.

Preventive Measures
1. Meet regularly with staff in an effort to reinforce and inform them of procedures. 

2. Schedule social events which accomplish the interaction objective.

3. Establish expectations for student groups involved in activities/athletics and encourage their improvement in appropri-
ate sporting conduct.

4. Be at the contest site (home or away) in advance of everyone’s arrival. 

5. Have regular, informal sessions with local media and elicit their participation and assistance in the program.

6. Document crowd incidents and report violations of KSHSAA sportsmanship goals and objectives immediately. If possible, 
film/videotape crowd behavior when there is a concern. 

7. Regularly inform administrators on the status of crowd management and any problems that occur. 

8. Establish contact with the opponent’s athletic/activities director in advance of each contest to offer assistance with ar-
rangements and equipment.

9. Make contact with contest officials in advance. Confirm officials’ names, arrival time and other pertinent needs.
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10. Officials should be paid before the contest, not after. A responsible person should ensure the official is admitted to the 
dressing room and not left to stand outside.  

11. Provide safe and secure quarters for officials and opponents. Extend every courtesy to make them enjoy their visit to 
your school.

Coach
Every coach is responsible to demonstrate and apply leadership, integrity, responsibility, self-control, knowledge of rules and 
regulations of the sport, honesty and sportsmanship at all times on and off the playing area/field/court. Because the coach 
represents the school, community, the profession, the faculty and the student body, it is necessary and important to act in a 
responsible and professional manner at all times. 

Coaches must always keep in mind the contest essentially belongs to the contestants. The primary justification for including the 
athletic/activities program in the total school curriculum is based on the premise that athletics/activities provides both physical 
and character values for those who participate. Student attainment of these values rests largely with the coaching profession.

Coaching is an extension of the educational process. It is necessary for contestants, coaches and officials to relate and “commu-
nicate” when there are concerns about a rule, a regulation or any matter regarding the welfare of all involved. The coach must 
show respect and maintain proper sideline conduct before, during and after the contest, thereby assuring common courtesy 
and honesty when and if problems arise. The coach is probably the most influential person on the playing area/field/court and 
his/her actions will be reflected in the actions of others.

General Responsibilities
1. Demonstrate sportsmanship at all times.

2. Be responsible for the conduct of contestants.

3. Help in promoting good crowd decorum.

4. Refrain from the use of any profanity and/or physically abusive actions.

5. Refrain from making any negative remarks to the news media.

6. Have and show respect for the opponent; treat team as guests.

7. Educate students/contestants regarding the rules and regulations of the sport/activity.

8. Maintain proper conduct before, during and after the contest.

9. Inform team members of responsibilities contained in this manual.

Therefore, as a professional educator, the coach must:

1. Exemplify the highest moral character, behavior and leadership.

2. Respect the integrity and personality of an individual contestant.

3. Abide by the rules of the sport/activity in letter and in spirit.

4. Respect the integrity and judgment of officials, never baiting or taunting that official in any way. By rule, the head coach 
is responsible for all bench/sideline personnel.

5. Demonstrate a mastery of and continuing interest in coaching principles and techniques through professional improve-
ment.

6. Encourage respect for all contestants and their values.

7. Display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat.

8. Promote ethical relationships among coaches.

9. Fulfill responsibilities to provide an environment free of health and safety hazards.

10. Encourage the highest standards of conduct and scholastic achievement among all contestants.

11. Seek to inculcate good health habits including the establishment of sound training rules.

12. Strive to develop in each contestant the qualities of leadership, initiative and good judgment.
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Preventive Measures
1. Study and work to understand the rules book.

2. Contestants must be made aware of his/her role and responsibility as a school representative. He/she must show respect 
and courtesy toward officials and opponents. This may be done through team/individual sessions with the coach.

3. Officials need to feel they are welcome when they enter the playing area/field/court. The athletic/activities director, 
manager or assigned adult chaperon should greet and welcome officials.

4. The contestant’s demeanor and conduct is the coach’s responsibility.

5. It is important that the coach assist in maintaining good crowd management. This is accomplished through actions and 
mannerisms on the playing area/field/court. 

6. Never direct frustration over the outcome of a contest to officials, contestants or spectators.

Participants
The role of the student participant in sportsmanship very important. Participants are admired and respected by students and 
adult spectators. Participants have significant influence over actions and behavior of spectators of all ages.

Recommended Responsibilities
1. Accept and understand the seriousness of contestant responsibility and the privilege of representing the school and 

community. 

2. Learn rules thoroughly and discuss them with parents, fans, peers and elementary students. This assists in understand-
ing and appreciation of the sport/activity.

3. Cooperate with the coach and always exercise good sportsmanship by living the rules.

4. Only the captain may communicate with officials on clarification of rules. It is his/her responsibility to communicate 
what was said back to teammates and/or coach.

5. Always respect the official’s judgment and interpretation of rules. Never argue or make non-verbal gestures, which 
indicate disagreement. This immature behavior may incite undesirable response from spectators and teammates.

6. Congratulate opponents in a sincere manner following victory or defeat. This is a true measure of character.

7. Exercise self-control at all times, accepting all decisions and unusual occurrences.

8. Treat opponents with respect that is accorded a guest or friend. Many lasting relationships may be developed from 
competitive situations.

9. Acknowledge opponents (shake hands/fist bump/etc.) prior to the contest and wish them luck.

Preventive Measures
1. Acknowledge opponents (shake hands/fist bump/etc.) and express your best wishes for success.

2. Learn the rules.

3. Practice and live positive character development as outlined by your coaches, parent(s) or other educators.

4. Assist participants who are down in getting to their feet.

5. Acknowledge each other after an aggressive exchange (shake hands/fist bump/etc.).

6. Never gesture to officials, participants, coaches or the fans in a negative manner.

7. Never disagree openly with an official or coach’s decision. Carry on ethically and maturely regardless of your true feel-
ings.

8. Make every effort to extend congratulations to your opponent (shake hands/fist bump/etc.) immediately at the conclu-
sion of the contest.

9. Never debate something that occurred during the contest with anyone.

10. Be objective when communicating to the media about the contest. Don’t be controlled by your emotions.

11. Show concern for injured opponents and teammates.

12. Promote sportsmanship and your athletic/activity experience positively whenever and wherever the opportunity arises.
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KSHSAA Code of Ethics
For Coaches, Athletic/Activities Directors, Aides, Adjudicators, Judges and Officials

Believing that mine is an important part in the nationwide school activity program, I pledge to act in accordance with these 
principles:

1. I will honor contracts regardless of possible inconvenience or financial loss.

2. I will study the rules, observe the work of other coaches, athletic/activities directors, adjudicators, judges or officials and 
will, at all times, attempt to improve myself and the activity.

3. I will conduct myself in such a way that attention is drawn not to me but to the young people participating in the contest 
or activity.

4. I will maintain my appearance in a manner befitting the dignity and importance of the activity.

5. I will cooperate with the news media in the interpretation and clarification of rules and/or other areas relating to good 
sportsmanship, but I will not make any statements concerning decisions made during the contest.

6. I will uphold and abide by all rules of the KSHSAA and the National Federation.

7. I will shape my character and conduct so as to be a worthy example to the young people who participate under my 
jurisdiction.

8. I will give my complete cooperation to the school which I serve and to the KSHSAA which I represent.

9. I will cooperate and be professional in my association with other coaches, athletic/activities directors, adjudicators, 
judges or officials and will do nothing to cause them public embarrassment.

10. I will keep in mind that the contest is more important than the wishes of any individual.

11. I will make responsible decisions about consumption of alcohol, including abstinence from alcohol at least twelve (12) 
hours prior to a contest in which I will be involved.

12. I will not use tobacco or vaping products while directly involved in interscholastic activities. 
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Officials
Schools have entrusted officials to assist them in the educational development of youth through athletics/activities. The proper 
operation of such a process requires that officials be independent, impartial and responsible to people they serve. Officials 
must resist every temptation and outside pressure to use the position to benefit one’s self. Under all circumstances, officials 
must avoid promoting the special interest of any person or group of persons other than the contestants. Every member of 
the officiating profession must constantly uphold the honor and dignity of the avocation in all personal conduct and relations 
with student participants, coaches, athletic/activity directors, school administrators, colleagues and the public, to be worthy 
examples.

Recommended Responsibilities
The conduct of any official influences the attitude of the public toward the profession in general and toward the official in par-
ticular.

An official is expected to:

1. Accept the role in an unassuming manner. Showboating and over-officiating are not acceptable.

2. Maintain confidence and poise, controlling the contest from start to finish.

3. Know the rules of the contest thoroughly and abide by the established code of ethics.

4. Publicly acknowledge coaches of both teams before the contest (shake hands/fist bump/etc.).

5. Never exhibit emotions or argue with participants or coaches when enforcing rules.

6. When watching a contest as a spectator, give the same respect to officials that you expect to receive when working a 
contest.

KSHSAA Official’s Code of Conduct
As a registered official with the KSHSAA, I agree to the following standards:

While serving in the capacity of an official,

1. I will not use profane or abusive language.

2. I will not make comments that would degrade fellow KSHSAA registered officials.

3. I will not provide derogatory statements to the news media or make statements to the news media which reflect on the 
inappropriateness of another official’s decision made during the course of an athletic contest.

4. I will not make objectionable or obscene gestures. 

5. I will not use alcohol or take illegal drugs for 12 hours prior to a contest that I will be officiating.

6. I will not use tobacco or vaping products while directly involved in interscholastic activities.

7. I will keep myself in good physical and mental health.

8. I will keep my officiating uniform clean and in such condition that does not demean from the status of an official.

9. I will not commit any acts or omissions that would be detrimental to the best interests of the KSHSAA, my officiating 
colleagues, the schools that I am officiating for or the students involved in KSHSAA sponsored activities.

Spirit Groups
(From the National Federation Official High School Spirit Rules Book)

Spirit groups shall serve as support groups for the interscholastic athletic/activities program within the school and as such, play 
a very important role in the administration of athletics/activities contests.

Spirit activities should center on “leading” or “directing” the cheering of student and adult fans. In this role, spirit groups can 
become the school’s most effective student leaders. These activities should be focused on:

• creating a cooperative spirit among spirit squads, athletes, student bodies, school administrators and community;

• recognizing outstanding plays and examples of good sportsmanship on the part of both teams;

• and, aiding the school and contest officials in the promotion of good sportsmanship and the administration of the 
contest.

Spirit groups have evolved to include performances and competition. Performing is a secondary role of spirit groups and can 
effectively promote school spirit when included at appropriate times at interscholastic contests, pep rallies and assemblies.
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Being the most visible and recognizable representatives of a school, spirit groups are in a position of great influence; therefore, 
high standards of conduct are essential. Positive personal behavior and squad cohesiveness demonstrate these standards. 
Appropriate behavior will help earn the respect of the student body, which is the core of developing effective school spirit and 
student involvement.

General Responsibilities
1. Spirit squad members should be present at all contests to which they are assigned and initiate crowd involvement with 

chants.

2. Spirit squads should be on duty in their assigned places throughout the contest.

3. As representatives of the school, spirit squads must model positive sportsmanship 100% of the time, regardless of the 
score. 

4. Spirit squads should be required to arrive a sufficient amount of time before home contests begin. Their duties should 
include:

a. Meeting and greeting the visiting squads and making them feel welcome. 

b. Assisting visiting squads with questions such as where they are to be located during the contest, where they can 
put their coats, etc.

c. Providing leadership for the spectators as they arrive.

d.  Allowing adequate time for their warm-up period.

5. Prior to the start of a contest, a plan between the home and visiting cheerleaders and other spirit groups should be 
devised whereby all groups have the opportunity to cheer/perform during non-injury timeouts and intermissions. If 
applicable, “Hello” or “Welcome” cheers could be incorporated. This will eliminate confusion and prevent delays in the 
contest while officials wait for spirit squads to get off the playing area/field/court.

6. At contests away from home, spirit squads should enter the playing area in a group and meet the host squads.

7. Spirit squads should be required to know the contest rules and officials' signals to the extent of understanding when, 
and what type of, cheers are appropriate.

8. When the official signals for the contest to begin after a full timeout, the spirit squads should leave the floor at once. 
Spirit squads shall stay clear of the playing area/field/court during the contest so as not to interfere with the  contestants 
or officials, or increase the possibility of injury.

9. Spirit squads should accept the decisions of officials and discourage disagreement of fans by initiating positive chants 
or cheers.

10. Spirit squads should realize the importance of actively influencing the positive conduct of spectators. 

11. Spirit squads shall adapt their routines to the environmental conditions and playing surfaces for which stunts, pyramids 
and routines are used (i.e., mounts, pyramids or gymnastics shall not be permitted during rain, on slippery surfaces or 
where there is not enough space; hot, humid weather may also present problems).

Recommended Sportsmanship
Good sportsmanship is conduct which imposes a type of self-control involving honest rivalry, courteous relations and graceful 
acceptance of results. School spirit is a reflection of these attitudes and behavior. If a school is to succeed in one of its prime 
functions, that of developing good citizenship, it is necessary for student groups to radiate appropriate sportsmanlike conduct. 
The promotion of sportsmanship is a primary responsibility of spirit groups.

• Spirit groups should always cheer in a positive manner. It is inappropriate to cheer against the other team or to cheer 
in response to an opposing participant’s mistake.

• Cheers and chants with suggestive words and/or motions shall not be used.

• Artificial noisemakers (including megaphones) are not to be used while the game is in progress.

1. Placement of spirit squads at contests:

a. Spirit coaches should coordinate the placement of the spirit squad with the school administrator in charge.

b. When possible, squads should cheer along the sideline close to the intersection of the sideline and end line. If space 
does not permit that (area), the squad should be located along the end line but not beneath the basket or within 
the area of the free throw lane extended (basketball).

c. In all locations, the squad should be at least 3-4 feet from any boundary line unless the facility does not permit.

d. Spirit squads should be aware of actions occurring within the contest and be prepared to move as play advances. 
They should be aware of the movement of contest officials and not interfere with their contest responsibilities.

continue >
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e. No actions by the spirit leaders should be made to purposely distract the participants. 

2. Spirit leaders should call attention to the importance of sportsmanship at all pep rallies. When permitted, placing 
sportsmanship posters on the wall of the gym/contest area is helpful.

3. Spirit leaders should discourage fans from yelling or cheering while an opponent is performing. Intimidation of oppo-
nents has no place in high school contests.

4. Spirit leaders are in a position to preview spirit signs that will be posted for the school’s contests (when permitted). 
Discouraging inappropriate signs from ever being posted can greatly assist the administration and helps to create and 
maintain a positive crowd atmosphere.

5. Undesirable behavior should not be encouraged nor permitted under the guise of school spirit. Opposing participants, 
officials and fans should be treated with respect and dignity. If inappropriate crowd behavior persists, assistance should 
be obtained from a school administrator or contest manager.

Pep Bands
Part of the excitement at many of our interscholastic contests involves the spirited music supplied by the school pep band. All 
attending the contest enjoy the performances of musical groups. The director and performing group should display courtesy 
and respect to participants, cheerleaders, coaches, spectators and officials by playing at appropriate times. With good planning 
and cooperation, the school pep band can be an integral part of the excitement and spirit of the game. 

Recommended Responsibilities
To ensure full appreciation of the group’s performance, guidelines indicating when to play should be followed. Band directors 
are reminded that as a courtesy to the teams and cheerleaders of both schools, performances by the band should be limited to 
appropriate times. The following guidelines indicate appropriate playing times for the band:

1. The band may play before the contest begins. The director should coordinate the schedule so team members may be 
introduced by the host school.

2. The band may play at halftime of the contest. 

3. The band may play at the end of the contest if desired.

4. The band may play during timeouts or between quarters. However, cheerleaders need the opportunity to lead cheers, 
and participants and coaches need to be able to communicate with each other during timeouts.

5. Musical instruments may not be used as noisemakers during the contest. Bands are not to play instruments (including 
the beating of drums) or taped (electronic) music while the game is in progress.

6. Develop a large repertoire of selections that can be played if the contest is delayed due to emergency situations such 
as an injury. 

7. Avoid selections or routines that may be embarrassing to fans or participants of either team competing.

Fans/Spectators
General Responsibilities

• The “High Five of Sportsmanship” is to promote sportsmanship at all of our events. It is important to the educational 
nature of these events to stress the type of exemplary behavior that should be exhibited by all participants, coaches, 
directors and spectators at our events.

• The values learned in activities are ones that last a lifetime. The positive actions by a coach, participant or spectator 
at an event can influence how our school is perceived in our own community and the communities of the schools we 
compete against.

• We want to raise our level of expectations in our own community, so we continue to take pride in our athletic teams 
and fine arts programs. Join the “ High Five of Sportsmanship.”

Artificial Noisemaker Limitations
Artificial noisemakers (including megaphones, cow bells, thunder sticks, air horns, sirens, etc.) are not to be used and bands 
are not to play (including the beating of drums) while the game is in progress, indoors or outdoors. If the school administration 
questions the safety or appropriateness of any noisemaker, it shall not be permitted. Please refer to the KSHSAA Music Manual, 
page 22, relating to when bands can play.  Please refer to specific sport/activity manuals for more guidelines.

By policy of the KSHSAA Executive Board, use of fireworks, cannons, air concussion cannons, handheld explosives and other de-
vices is not permitted at any KSHSAA postseason athletic event. Member schools have the authority to determine if they permit 
such devices at their regular-season events.
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Recommended Sportsmanship
There are times when fans can become quite vocal at events and loudly critical of both game officials and opposing players and 
teams. This type of negative behavior is counterproductive to what schools are trying to promote. It creates an uncomfortable 
environment for the other fans that came to support their team and wish to enjoy the game. This behavior can be an embar-
rassment to the school and the young people who are involved in the activity.

The greatest challenge to good sportsmanship is adversity. When things are not going well the easy response is to shift the 
blame. In particular, to shift it away from ourselves to our opponents, or more often, to the officials or judges. When this is done, 
the focus is away from the positive, “to perform harder or better,” to the negative, “how can we possibly overcome the bad calls.” 
Schools feel it is essential that our students involved in activities maintain a positive approach to handling adversity. Students 
and schools need the support of the fans, as role models, to accomplish this goal.

ALL fans are asked to be positive and upbeat!
• Promote the ideals and fundamentals of good sportsmanship.

• There is no such thing as a “right” to participate in school activities. Interscholastic activities are a “privilege” and the 
participants and spectators who avail themselves are expected to conduct themselves accordingly.

• Your team does not belong to the community. It represents the school. Your school has voluntarily agreed to abide by 
a certain set of rules so that all participants may compete under the same standards.

• Fans must accept the fact that all high school participants make mistakes. They’re not perfect, and never will be. There 
is compensation, though, as these mistakes make high school activities exciting and unpredictable.

• Remembering that the coach is a teacher first, and coach second, will allow the school activities program to grow and 
prosper in a positive direction.

• Make an attempt to learn the rules of the game to better appreciate the role of officials and judges. Much time and 
effort is spent in the training of these individuals. Spectators who constantly criticize officials set a bad example for 
impressionable young people.

• Always keep in mind that, as a fan, you are a guest of the school, and while winning is certainly an admirable goal, it is 
hollow if it comes at the expense of morals, ethics and just plain common sense.

Recommended Behavior in Fine Art Events
• Applause is a positive response of appreciation. Disrespectful actions, noises or gestures (whistling, beepers, telephones, 

etc.) show disrespect and are inappropriate for school performances. 

• Entering or leaving a performance between selections is a positive show of respect. Disturbing, entering or leaving a 
performance in progress is disrespectful to all participants of the performance. 

• Respect the host personnel and the facilities of the performance area. Trashing, vandalizing or showing disrespect for 
personnel or facilities is unacceptable.

• Recognize outstanding performances. Utilizing proper avenues for challenges promotes better understanding for every-
one. Criticizing the decision of the adjudicators or judges, arguing and improper outbursts show a lack of understanding 
of the event.

Fan Fair Play Code
• I will remember that young people play sports for THEIR enjoyment.

• I will have realistic expectations and will understand that doing one's best is just as important as winning.   
I understand that ridiculing an athlete for making a mistake is not acceptable.

• I will respect the official's decisions and will encourage others do the same.

• I will respect and show appreciation for the coaches and understand that they have given their time to provide 
sport activities for our young people.

• I will encourage athletes and coaches to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts without resorting to hostility or 
violence.

• I will show respect for my team's opponents because I realize there would be no game without them.

• I will not use bad language and will not harass athletes, coaches, officials or other spectators.

• I will always show good sportsmanship.  Young people learn by example.
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Sportsmanship Addresses the Following:
1. Be positive, not negative. 

2. Don’t put down your opponent with trash talk and gestures. Instead, be positive with remarks for your team.

3. Play within the rules; don’t expect a fair advantage.

4. Play for the fun, experience and educational value; and of course, play to win.

5. Win with humility and respect for your opponent; lose with dignity and respect for your opponent.

Sportsmanship/Citizenship Rule 52-1-1c prohibits victory celebrations on the playing surface/field/court at the conclusion of a 
contest for the following reasons:

1. Allows the participants and coaches of the teams to acknowledge each other (shake hands/fist bump/etc.) at the end 
of the contest.

2. Safety of the participants.

3. Avoids confrontation between exuberant fans and down-hearted participants and fans of the school which was defeated.

4. Preserves sportsmanship/citizenship atmosphere.

5. Allows awards where appropriate to be presented within a reasonable period of time.

6. Protects the time schedule of contests which are followed by subsequent contests on the same playing surface.

7. Protects the playing surface.

A little effort on the part of the school administration and coaches will do much to stimulate fair play, friendly rivalry and good 
sportsmanship among participants and patrons at each contest.

Teaching Sportsmanship
from “Coaching for Character” by Craig Clifford & Randolph M. Feezell

1. Be a good role model.  As a coach you must constantly keep in mind that your actions do, in fact, speak louder than 
your words. No matter what you say, what you do will have an effect on your players. You must do everything you can to 
show your players what it means to be a good sport by treating opposing players and coaches, officials, team members 
and the sport in which you participate with respect. An obvious corollary: Admit to your players when you fall short of 
your own sportsmanship ideals.

Strategies for Sportsmanship  
Sportsmanship and Conduct  

Schools participating in a contest(s) are charged with the important role of teaching the highest principles and standards 
of general behavior. Schools’ administration should never overlook any opportunity to remind and emphasize tactfully the 
need and value of proper respect of the opponents with regard to their organized cheering activities; the decisions of the 
officials; and the importance of desirable and proper conduct both at home and away. 

We are sure you concur with the KSHSAA in its belief that considerable effort should be exerted to promote the highest 
principles of good sportsmanship. You are urged to give the officials your utmost cooperation in helping them eliminate 
any form of rowdiness. If there should be any patrons unwilling to accept the principles of good sportsmanship, or if there 
are some who desire to view the contest while under the influence of intoxicating beverages, managers should see that 
those individuals are refunded their money and evicted.

Experience has demonstrated that good sportsmanship is not an inherent characteristic of all people attending high 
school contests. Because of this fact, it is impossible to acquire the optimum in good sportsmanship at your contests 
without considerable effort and planning in advance. How can this be done? 

Through the medium of the public address system, certain announcements can be made concerning this matter. Cheer-
leaders can be trained so they will be on the alert to stamp out any demonstration. English or journalism departments 
can prepare local news releases, to be forwarded to newspapers in towns represented in a tournament, emphasizing the 
importance of proper sportsmanship on the part of patrons who plan to attend. News releases should point out one of 
the justifications for an interscholastic athletic program is that it serves as a means of teaching proper attitudes and ideals 
to the students.  Use social media to promote good sportsmanship throughout the year.
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2. Emphasize sportsmanship from the beginning. The process of “coaching for character” should start early, from your 
first contact with players. If you’re recruiting a player to come out for the team or a player comes to you to discuss try-
ing out, what you say will set the tone for your relationship with that player. At the first team meeting with your players 
you should explain how much you value sportsmanship. Tell them what your expectations are, how you understand 
the basic principles of sportsmanship and why these principles are important.

3. Talk about combining seriousness and playfulness. Since the principles of sportsmanship are based on the very nature 
of sport, and sport is a form of competitive play, explain to your players that sport is “serious fun.” Help them understand 
that bad sportsmanship is often a matter of being “too serious,” of forgetting that there’s more to sport than winning, and, 
in some cases, a matter of not being serious enough, or forgetting that striving to be excellent and striving to win within 
the rules and customs of the game are essential parts of competition. Try to show this balance in your own attitude and 
in your comments. Be serious when it’s called for; cut up, kid around, and have fun when it’s called for. How you express 
this balance will in part depend on your own personality, but the need for a balance between playfulness and seriousness 
is not a matter of personal preference or personality. It comes from the nature of the activity you’re engaging in, competi-
tive play. Take your responsibilities seriously, but don’t take yourself too seriously.

4. Talk about the relationship between sportsmanship and success. Make sure your players understand that “suc-
cess” in sports is not merely a matter of achieving victory, and that victory without sportsmanship, dignity and honor is 
hollow. At the same time, try to show your players that respect for the team and your sport, as well as respect between 
the players and the coach, might help develop habits and talents that will improve your chances of winning.

5. Regularly use the language of sportsmanship. The language of sportsmanship should become a regular part of your 
coaching vocabulary. Don’t leave this language behind after the first team meeting. The language of “respect” should 
be heard by your players often. If you earn their respect, the language you use around them will become a part of their 
way of looking at things. Never underestimate the power of language. The right words make it possible to understand 
things we couldn’t otherwise understand.

6. Expect sportsmanship in practice as well as in games. Since we are encouraging you to develop the habits of good 
sportsmanship in your players, don’t reserve instruction for games only. Expect good behavior—the habit of showing 
respect—in practice.

7. Establish team rules, customs, rituals and traditions that reinforce the principles of sportsmanship. While it is 
crucial to talk about the basic principles of sportsmanship, it is probably even more important to be specific about your 
expectations. Establish specific team rules that promote good sportsmanship. It’s a good idea to list the rules and place 
them in the context of the principles of sportsmanship. If you demand 100 percent effort at all times, then explain this 
demand with reference to respecting your opponents, your teammates and the game. As much as possible, be specific 
about how you expect your players to relate to opponents, officials and each other. When the opportunity arises, try 
to develop customs, rituals and traditions that will promote sportsmanship. Some customs and rituals you can simply 
demand, like the postgame acknowledgement (shake hands/fist bump/etc.). Others develop out of the special relations 
and situations; some of them the players develop on their own. Take advantage of those developments.

8. Encourage players to take the perspective of other participants in sports. Since sportsmanship demands proper 
perspective, help players to understand and imaginatively to appreciate others’ points of view. This is analogous to the 
moral education of a child, when a parent sometimes says something like, “How would it make you feel if someone did 
that to you?” Talk about the “silver rule.” Talk about how opponents and officials might look at you and your players.

9. Develop clear guidelines for dealing with unsportsmanlike behavior. Make it clear to your players from the begin-
ning of the season how you will deal with actions that violate the principles of sportsmanship. If you decide not to allow 
taunting, showboating, or arguing with officials, tell the players what the specific penalty (or gradations of penalties) will 
be if the rules are violated. You can spell out the sequence of possible punishments and explain that you will decide how 
serious the violation has been. In other words, you don’t have to decide in advance what the penalty for every possible 
violation will be—but you do have to be clear that there are consequences for violations. Be clear about the process. If 
you’ll make the decisions, say that. If you’ll allow the team to be involved, say that.

10. Reinforce good sportsmanship. If good sportsmanship matters to you, show the players, parents and fans it matters 
by rewarding good behavior in some manner. The most obvious way to do this is through praise, respectful behavior 
and playing time. At the end of the season, make sure that team awards include sportsmanship, either as a separate 
award or as a necessary condition for all awards.

11. Communicate the importance of sportsmanship to parents. Before the season starts meet with parents and explain 
to them the value you place on sportsmanship. Enlist their help and support in reinforcing your expectations with their 
children. 

12. Communicate the importance of sportsmanship to fans. Depending on the situation in which you coach, some kind 
of public announcement concerning sportsmanship is important. You might address this issue over the public address 
system at a game, or in a printed handout. You can encourage your school or league officials to adopt rules concerning 
the misbehavior of fans at home games or matches. Try to develop an educational campaign at your school or in your 
league or organization promoting the ideals of sportsmanship among fans. Rituals at the beginning of a game showing 
respect for the opponents can help set the tone for the fans. Your remarks at social functions, postgame interviews on 
the radio and so on can also set the tone.
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13. Talk about news stories concerning sportsmanship with your players. Since most of your players are probably 
sports fans, use current sporting events as an opportunity for discussing sportsmanship with them. When a famous 
athlete does something controversial or especially laudable, ask your players what they think about the event. Ask them 
what they would do if they were the coach. Discuss with them how you would deal with that sort of behavior. To some 
extent, you can help them to see which famous athletes deserve our respect and which do not.

14. Talk about specific incidents with your players. Encourage your players to bring up incidents that happen to them 
in sports. Take advantage of things that come up to discuss sportsmanship with your players.

15. Promote reflectiveness by asking questions. Remember that you are a teacher and that good teaching often involves 
asking the right questions, rather than giving the students carefully packaged answers. Encourage players to think for 
themselves and make their own reasoned judgments about their experiences or examples you call attention to.

16. Talk about the history of your sport with players. Talk with your athletes about the historical traditions, innovations 
and heroes of your sport in order to broaden their perspective and enrich their sense of participating in something big-
ger than themselves. Tell good stories. Encourage players to read about the history of their sport in order to develop a 
respect for the fullness of the game.

17. Expect players to know the rule book. To encourage players to respect the game as well as the officials, encourage 
them to study the rule book. Ask them questions about the interpretation of difficult situations if they were officiating. 
Play “You make the call.” 

18. Show by your actions and your words that you care, that what you’re trying to teach is important. No matter 
how much your players may seem to resist you, many of your values will become theirs. Let them know that it matters 
how they behave, what kind of human beings they will be, whether they do things well or poorly.

19. Don’t forget to have fun. Remember it’s a game. It’s serious, it matters, but it’s play. Show your players that what 
they’re doing matters, but don’t take yourself too seriously. If no one is having fun, you’re not playing a game anymore.

KSHSAA Sportsmanship Report
We know there are outstanding displays of sportsmanship demonstrated by our student-athletes, 
coaches, fans and officials each day.  Please share them with us on the form below.

1. Date of Event

2. Sport/Activity

3. Level of Sport (High School or Middle School)

4. School

5. Opposing School

6. Name of Person(s)

7. Details

SPORTSMANSHIP
#StartsWithMe

Dear Fans, 

The KSHSAA would like to hear from you 
about outstanding displays of sportsman-
ship at our events.  Please take a few minutes 
to fill out this form (on the left) and email it to 
cmanteuffel@kshsaa.org.

NEW KSHSAA Sportsmanship Report  
located at www.kshsaa.org/Public/PDF/ 
SportsmanshipReport.pdf.
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Consider Hosting a League Sportsmanship Summit 
Sample Summit Schedule
8:30-9:30 a.m.  Registration/Continental Breakfast

9:30 a.m.  Opening General Session

10:30 a.m.  Break

10:40-11:20 a.m.  Winning Respect/Citizenship Through Sport Curriculum

11:30 a.m.-12:05 p.m. Small Group Sessions

12:15-1:25 p.m.  Luncheon

1:30-2:05 p.m.  Small Group Sessions

2:15-2:40 p.m.  TEAM Time!

2:40-3:00 p.m.  Closing General Session

LEAGUE SPORTSMANSHIP SUMMIT “EXAMPLE” TOPICS
• Winning Respect/Citizenship Through Sport Curriculum

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• Big School / Small School Issues

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• Working with Parents and Booster Clubs

- Example Presenter(s): Booster Club Presidents, 
Athletic Directors, Principals

• Sportsmanship from an Official's Perspective 

- Example Presenter(s): Officials

• Programs for Mentoring for Elementary School Students

- Elementary Teachers, 7-12 Teacher/Coach

• High School Sportsmanship vs. College Behavior

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• Sportsmanship, It’s the Right Thing to Do!

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• Acceptable vs. Unacceptable Behavior -  A Student’s 
Perspective

- Example Presenter(s): Students from different 
classifications within the league

• Crowd Management - Help Cheerleaders Promote 
Sportsmanship

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• Developing Positive Public Relations for Your School

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• Promoting Sportsmanship: What Works for US

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents 

• Sportsmanship: Getting the Adult Fan on Your Side

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• How to Organize a League Sportsmanship Program

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents 

• Preseason Meetings Matter

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals

• The Coach’s and Participant’s Role in Sportsmanship

- Example Presenter(s): Coaches

• Crowd Control - The Role of the Cheerleader

- Example Presenter(s): Spirit Sponsors  

• Sportsmanship: Student Responsibility 

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors, Principals, 
Superintendents  

• The Athletic Director’s Role in Sportsmanship

- Example Presenter(s): Athletic Directors

Other Suggestions:
• Special presenters with a specific sportsmanship message

• Small Group Sessions (sessions limited to one team member 
per school) 

• Example of School Summit Attendees (1-2 from each 
category): student, parent, athletic director, principal, 
superintendent
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August
• Distribute letters to various publics.
• Discuss the value of sportsmanship with fall coaches 

and athletes.
• Create a committee consisting of school administrators, 

coaches, students/athletes, parents, etc., to discuss and 
monitor the sportsmanship effort in your school.

• Sponsor an evening assembly for fans of fall sports 
teams, using school team members, coaches and lo-
cal officials, to emphasize the rule interpretations and 
changes for the coming season.

• Talk with your event security staff and public address 
announcers about their role during contests.

September
• Distribute brochures and display posters promoting 

sportsmanship.
• Send press release announcing school’s involvement 

in program.
• Visit homerooms in school, stressing value of good 

sportsmanship.
• Make use of sportsmanship ideas in printed materials 

produced at school.
• Send fall public service announcements to local radio 

stations.
• Discuss the possibility of a league/conference meeting 

addressing sportsmanship and rating the sportsman-
ship of each school.

October
• Plan a competition between student organizations, 

promoting sportsmanship (poster contest, etc.).
• Discuss sportsmanship, ethics and integrity being used 

as topics in the classroom with selected instructors.
• As fall contests approach, emphasize good sportsman-

ship in school announcements and publications.
• Plan an activity around National Sportsmanship Day 

during High School Activities Week.
• Conduct a league/conference meeting on sportsman-

ship, addressing immediate concerns and plans for 
remainder of school year.

November
• Discuss the value of sportsmanship with winter coaches 

and athletes.
• Develop an editorial for the school newsletter to the 

public, discussing positive sportsmanship efforts (adults 
or students).

• Sponsor an evening assembly for fans of winter sports 
teams, using school team members, coaches and local 
officials, to emphasize rule interpretations and changes 
for the coming season.

December/January
• Send out winter public service announcements to local 

radio stations.
• Compile league/conference sportsmanship ratings for 

fall sports.

February
• Contact an editor of a local newspaper or host of a 

local radio or television talk show about an editorial 
or special program on sportsmanship in society, and 
your school’s role in promoting sportsmanship.

• As winter contests approach, emphasize good sports-
manship in school announcements and publications.

March
• Discuss the value of sportsmanship with spring spon-

sors and participants.
• Sponsor an evening assembly for fans of spring teams, 

using school team members, coaches and local officials, 
to emphasize rule interpretations and changes for the 
coming season.

April
• Send out spring public service announcements to local 

radio stations.
• Compile league/conference sportsmanship ratings for 

winter activities.

May
• Present your sportsmanship evaluation program to 

the community through letters and newsletters that 
will reach into the home.

• As spring contests approach, emphasize good sports-
manship in school announcements and publications.

• Conduct a follow-up league/conference sportsmanship 
meeting, evaluating efforts made during the past year 
and setting goals for the coming year.

June
• Compile league/conference sportsmanship rating for 

spring activities.

A Timetable for Sportsmanship

FOLLOW US
 www.kshsaa.org

 @KSHSAA

 @KSHSAA 

 @kshsaachamps
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Sportsmanship In Action

Public Address Announcer
Recommended Responsibilities
The public address announcer carries a great responsibility. What is said and the way it is said will influence the crowd. Please 
review these reminders:

1. Be impartial. Announcements (written or impromptu) are to be made with no show of favoritism, in a positive, not 
negative or disrespectful manner.

2. Use proper language at all times.  Always assume the microphone is on to avoid embarrassing comments being 
heard by others.

3. Be enthusiastic but calm.  Do not attempt to be bigger than the game/event.  Announcers who draw attention to 
themselves do a disservice to the event.  Fans attend events to watch and support the teams competing.

4. Do not anticipate or second guess calls by the officials or criticize officials’ decisions, directly or indirectly. You and 
officials are on the same team.  Do not guess or speculate on calls.

5. Be aware of the entire playing area/field/court so that calm directions can be given in an emergency. Serious situ-
ations can often be avoided if the announcer will caution the crowd against coming onto the field/court, throwing 
things, cutting down nets, taking down goal posts, etc.

6. Permit no one to use the microphone, except those in charge of the event. The announcer is responsible for what-
ever is said over the public address system. 

7. Announce convenient routes for leaving the playing area/field/court and caution the crowd to drive carefully.

8. Be familiar with the format to be used for introduction of teams and awards presentations. Remind spectators to 
stay off playing area/field/court prior to and after each contest.

9. Public address announcers are not play-by-play announcers.  The difference between a P.A. announcer and a play-
by-play announcer is that a P.A. announcer provides only pertinent information and not during play or action.  Track 
and field events may be the exception.

10. Always treat the opposing team's fans with respect.

11. Pronounce names correctly and give an equal amount of enthusiasm for all participants.

12. Music to be played should be previewed and approved in advance.  Songs that contain inappropriate language or 
messages should be avoided, as well as any song that could embarrass or humiliate fans, players, coaches or of-
ficials.

13. Public address announcers should be aware that good sportsmanship is a very important part of interscholastic 
activities. They can play an important role in its encouragement.

It’s In The Bag
Every P.A. announcer should have a supplies bag containing materials and items that are needed to do the job. Items that are 
worth considering include:

• Selection of pens in multiple colors (ball point and felt tipped)

• Sharpened pencils, mechanical pencils (with extra erasers)

• Small pencil sharpener

• Notebook paper, legal pads, steno pads

• Plastic sheet protectors

• Post-It-Notes (in different colors and sizes)

• Highlighters (several in different colors)

• Small dry erase board with dry erase markers (for possible use by spotter in football)

• Clipboard

• Tape (Scotch and Masking)

• Push pins
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• Small stapler

• Paperclips or spring clips

• Scissors

• Ruler

• Stat sheets, lineup sheets, etc.

• Binoculars (football)

• Small digital recorder

• National Anthem (on CD or digital version)

• Small flashlight

• Calculator

• Cell phone

• Extra batteries

• Media guides, rules books, officials’ signals

A good resource for public address announcers is the course, “P.A. Announcing,” which is free at www.nfhslearn.com.

Sportsmanship Pre-Contest Announcement Samples
The reason for sportsmanship announcements is to let fans know of the expectations for behavior.  The best time for the first 
sportsmanship announcement is right before or after the national anthem.  The following are examples of pre-contest an-
nouncements for any interscholastic event.

1. The purpose of this activity is to provide positive learning experiences and opportunities for personal growth of the 
participants.  (Name) High School is pleased to host our guests from (name) High School. This competition is being 
conducted according to the rules of the Kansas State High School Activities Association. Cheerleaders, officials and 
spectators should assist in the promotion and achievement of good sportsmanship ideals by taking personal re-
sponsibility for keeping this contest at a high level of fair, clean, wholesome competition. Good luck to both teams! 

2. Serve as a role model for others by displaying good sportsmanship at this event. Good sportsmanship promotes 
the positive values that everyone appreciates. Good sports are winners! The Kansas State High School Activities 
Association encourages you to make sportsmanship a priority.

3. Ladies and gentlemen, (name) High School and the state activities association promotes good sportsmanship by 
its players, coaches and fans. The use of inappropriate language or gestures, profanity, or throwing of objects onto 
the playing surface will not be tolerated and are grounds for removal from the facility. We ask you to please be 
courteous to those fans around you so that we may all enjoy today’s game in the spirit of good sportsmanship.

4. Interscholastic activities are an integral part of a student’s education.  There is no place in an educational environ-
ment for poor sportsmanship.  These activities teach citizenship and sportsmanship. Please do your part by being 
a good sport.  

5. The teams playing tonight remind you that sporting behavior is taking pride in your school, your team and yourself. 
It is respect for the sport of (sport name) and for those who compete in it. It means taking personal responsibility 
for keeping this game at a high level of fair play.

6. The administration of (name) High School wishes to remind you that sportsmanship is to be practiced and adhered 
to throughout the contest.

7. The administration of (name) High School appreciates your support of interscholastic athletics and its principle 
objective. You are reminded this is an educational event and the practice of good sportsmanship is encouraged by 
all.

8. Please keep in mind winning is for a day—sportsmanship is for a lifetime.

9. High school activities are an extension of the classroom and there is no place in the educational environment for 
poor sportsmanship. Accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative.

10. The score of any athletic event is generally forgotten over time, but the actions of the players, coaches and specta-
tors are remembered. The next time you attend a high school game, think of how history will remember you. Good 
sports show you how to play the game. A message from the Kansas State High School Activities Association and 
(your school name here).
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11. Your ticket to an interscholastic athletic event is a privilege, a privilege to watch youngsters learn on the playing 
field/court. One of the lessons taught to players is one fans can follow as well - that of role modeling good sporting 
behavior. Unruly behavior is unacceptable in the classroom, and interscholastic athletic events are a classroom.

12. Good evening, (name of school) welcomes you to (name of stadium/field/ gymnasium) for tonight’s game. One of 
the goals of high school athletics is learning lifetime values. Sportsmanship is one such value that makes these 
games an educational experience. Remember, be a good sport! And now, let’s meet the starting lineups.

13. Good sportsmanship starts with respect . . . for yourself, your team, the opponent and the decisions of the officials. 
Great fans are enthusiastic for their team and sportsmanlike with their behavior toward the opponent and the 
decisions of the officials.

Student-Athlete or Student Fan Sportsmanship Script
• Athlete or Student #1: Good afternoon/evening. Welcome to (name of school). We appreciate your attendance at this 

game and hope you enjoy it.  Tonight's game is being played under the rules of the NFHS, KSHSAA and the (conference/
league name).

• Athlete or Student #2: These rules provide for fair play and good sportsmanship among players and coaches. As athletes 
(or students) we ask that spectators promote the ideals of good sportsmanship, fair play and respect for our opponents 
and officials.

Pregame Sportsmanship Statement Script
To be read by a representative participant from each team.

• (Home team student/athlete): 

 “We would like to welcome all of you to tonight’s game and thank you for supporting high school (middle school) 
athletics.  The athletes playing tonight from both teams have worked very hard and appreciate your support and 
encouragement.  In the spirit of ‘Honoring the Game’ we ask that you review the code of good sportsmanship.”

• (Visiting student/athlete): 

 “What is sportsmanship?  A true sportsman is a person who can take a loss or defeat without complaint or victory 
without gloating, and who treats his/her opponents with fairness and respect.”

• (Home team student/athlete): 

 “We the players and coaches of (home school) High School and (name of visiting school), as well as the cheerlead-
ers, parents and spectators are expected to respect these values of sportsmanship and are encouraged to help 
eliminate all possibilities which threaten them. 

• (Visiting student/athlete): 

 “We all need to show courtesy, acceptance and understanding toward each other, remembering that this athletic 
contest is ‘only a game’ and not a matter of life and death for the players and coaches.”

• (Home team student/athlete): 

 “Together we can be part of a much needed message sent throughout our communities, that interscholastic athlet-
ics promotes and develops lifetime values when fueled by good sportsmanship.  Together we all win!”

• (Visiting student/athlete): 

 “The following behaviors are unacceptable at all KSHSAA sponsored contests:

• Berating your opponent’s players or mascot

• Obscene cheers or gestures

• Negative signs or posters

• Artificial noisemakers

• Complaining about the officials' calls, either verbally or by way of negative gestures 

Thank you!”
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Procedures for Saluting the Flag 
An excerpt from the “United States Flag Code” – Title 36, Chapter 10, SS171 “Conduct During Playing”:

 During rendition of the national anthem when the flag is displayed, all present except those in uniform should stand at 
attention facing the flag with the right hand over the heart.  Men not in uniform should remove their headdress with their 
right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.  Persons in uniform should render the military 
salute at the first note of the anthem and retain this position until the last note.  When the flag is not displayed, those 
present should face toward the music and act in the same manner they would if the flag were displayed there.

National Anthem Script: Please rise and remove your hats for the singing/playing of our National Anthem by   
 from    High School, under the direction of   .

The Five W's of Interscholastic Activities

Who?
We're educational athletics, not big-time event promoters.

What?
We're the builders of tomorrow's community leaders, not farm clubs for college and professional teams.

When?
We're an after-school activity, not a year-round endeavor.  These are programs that should allow kids to be kids.

Where?
Our games should be played locally.  There's plenty of healthy competition where kids can learn and grow through 
athletics in most of our backyards.  We don't need national schedules to accomplish our purposes.

Why?
Because it's the right way to do it.  Schools offer these programs because they enhance the educational experience of 
the young people who participate.

Sportsmanship

 
#StartsWithMe
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Public Service Announcement Samples
The following are examples of public service announcements that can be used at contests, played on video boards, or used by 
the PA announcer.  Additional PSAs may be found on the KSHSAA website under Media>PSA.

Role models are more important than ever in today’s society. You can serve as a role model for others the next time you display 
good sportsmanship at a high school event. Good sports are winners, so the next time you attend a school event, remember to 
be a good sport and act in a proper manner. Everyone appreciates the good values portrayed by acts of good sportsmanship. A 
public service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

In our society, winning has come to mean everything. However, if winning comes at the expense of good sportsmanship, every-
one is a loser. Nothing is gained in the long run. Good sportsmanship is the result of a disciplined effort to respect yourself, your 
opponents and contest officials. Remember, good sports are winners, so be a good sport and practice good sportsmanship. A 
public service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

Don’t ever confuse a good sport with the nice guys who supposedly finish last. Sportsmanlike behavior has nothing to do with 
a contestant’s or spectator’s competitive spirit, and more often than not, a display of poor sportsmanship leads to a losing per-
formance. Good sports are winners, regardless of the final score. Remember to “Be A Sport” and practice good sportsmanship. 
A public service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

Your ticket to an interscholastic event is a privilege, a privilege to watch youngsters learn on the playing arena. A lesson taught 
to contestants is one spectators can follow as well—that of good sportsmanship. Unruly behavior is unacceptable in the class-
room, and the playing arena is a classroom. Remember to “Be A Sport” the next time you attend an activity event. A public 
service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

Winning - the No. 1 syndrome - is the No. 1 problem in interscholastic contests. High school events are truly educational in na-
ture, and among the values learned are those associated with good sportsmanship. Being No. 1 in sportsmanship is education-
ally more important than being No. 1 on the playing arena. Take pride in your team by displaying good sportsmanship. A public 
service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

The score of any event is generally forgotten over time, but the actions of contestants, coaches and spectators are remembered. 
The next time you attend a high school event, think of how history will remember you. Choose the side of good sportsmanship 
when attending a high school event. Remember, good sports show you how to play the contest. A public service message from 
your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

A positive educational environment is essential to the success of high school athletics and activity programs. An important part 
of that environment is planning for good sportsmanship. Without good sportsmanship, the lessons learned lose their value. 
Remember the next time you attend an interscholastic contest that you are really inside a classroom where good sports receive 
the highest grade. A public service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

While the scoreboard reveals the winner of a high school contest, the real winners are those people who treat competition as 
a contest and not a war, those who show genuine concern for an injured contestant and those who accept all decisions of the 
officials. Remember to “Be A Sport” when you attend a high school event. A public service message from your Kansas State High 
School Activities Association and (name of school). 
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Ethics, integrity and respect are values important in our daily lives. All of these important values are learned by participation in 
interscholastic activity programs. During competition, they are translated into one word—citizenship. Citizenship is one of the 
strongest educational lessons and lifetime values taught by interscholastic activities. It makes sense to exhibit good sportsman-
ship. A public service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

Yelling or waving arms during an opponent’s freethrow attempt, as well as booing and heckling an official’s decision, are ex-
amples of unacceptable behavior at a high school sporting event. Good sports respect the opponent and officials at all times. 
The next time you attend a high school contest, remember to applaud for the performances of all participants. A public service 
message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

Remember that a ticket is a privilege to observe a contest and support high school activities, not a license to verbally assault 
others. There is no place in interscholastic activities for name-calling to distract an opponent or the use of profanity from the 
stands. Sportsmanship is the No. 1 priority at the high school level, so “Be A Sport” the next time you watch a contest. A public 
service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

The dictionary defines good sportsmanship as playing fair and being a good winner and loser. We often forget that it is more 
important to be gracious in victory. Good sportsmanship gives us a standard to follow at all times. Good sports act courteously 
and maintain self-control in all circumstances. Remember to be a fan and not a fanatic when watching interscholastic activity 
events. A public service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

A coach once wrote, “When we lose without excuses and when we acknowledge the better team, we place winning and losing in 
their proper perspective. That’s when we find out if we can be good sports.” Sportsmanship is a goal to strive for at all times, in 
activities and in our daily lives. Remember to act in a proper manner the next time you attend a high school event. A message 
from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school). 

Coaches should set a good example for contestants and fans, always exemplifying the highest moral and ethical behavior. Par-
ticipants should treat opponents with respect and acknowledge each other with handshakes or fist bumps prior to and after 
contests. Fans should be fans, not fanatics. Sportsmanship. It is vital to the success and further existence of interscholastic activ-
ity programs. Remember to be a good sport. A message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name 
of school).

Good sportsmanship is learned, practiced and executed. Respect for the opponent, spectators, coaches and officials is a must 
at all levels of athletics and activity programs. At interscholastic contests, generosity and genuine concern for  others should 
characterize behavior on the part of everyone. Display good sportsmanship the next time you attend a high school event. A 
public service message from your Kansas State High School Activities Association and (name of school).

Note: Additional PSAs may be found on the KSHSAA website under Media>PSA.
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Activities Sponsored by KSHSAA

Athletics
Baseball

Basketball
Bowling

Cross Country
Football

Golf
Gymnastics

Soccer
Softball

Swimming & Diving
Tennis

Track & Field
Volleyball
Wrestling

Spirit Activities
Cheer
Dance

Drill Team
Flag Team
Pep Club

Pompon Squad

Non-Athletic 
Activities

Debate
Kansas Association  

for Youth (KAY)
Music
Piano

Scholars Bowl
Speech & Drama
Student Council 

Printing Department


